
Spring Break & other upcoming key dates

Have a wonderful spring break. We will see you Tuesday, March 25th!

There is no school in grades K-12 on Friday, March 14th – that date is set aside for

professional learning.

Blue Valley’s spring break is the week of March 17 – 21 and includes Monday, March 24th.

Fourth quarter begins Tuesday, March 25

Due to snow days and missed school days, April 25th has been changed from a professional

learning day to a school day (K-12)

PSE STEM CLUB LAST SESSION

It's time for our last session (4/17) of the 24-25 PSE STEM Club for

3rd, 4th, and 5th graders! We will dive into the exciting world of

science, technology, engineering, and math through fun, hands-on

activities that challenge your student to think outside the box. Our

session will run from 3:45 - 5:00pm with Mrs. Bonner and Mr.

Ramsey. Reminder that these sessions are dependent from one

another. You must sign up on the PTO website for each individual

session to attend STEM club.

Pick up will be at 5pm in front of the building. Parents/Guardians must pick up in person - carline is

not an option for this event.

Late Night at the Star- April 4th



Prairie Star staff is excited to continue offering Late Night at the Star classes, which are after-

school enrichment programs for students.

Each Friday night class costs $50 and will run from after school until 6:30. If you enroll in Late

Night, you will not need to pick up your child until 6:30. Please assume that your child is enrolled in

each class that they have requested unless you hear from the office.

Camp scholarships are now available. Please reach out to Mrs. Sperry for more information.

To enroll in camps, please see the website link:

https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/home. Registration closes the day before at 6:00

pm.

All Late Night at the STAR questions go to Melissa Bonner. Her email is

mabonner@bluevalleyk12.org.

Candy STEM- Kindergarten Teachers (Kinder-5th)

Do you have a giant sweet tooth? If so, this Late Night is for you! Enjoy an evening of science

experiments and STEM activities with CANDY! Activities will include "Candy Cars," "Nautical

Nightmare," "Bubble Trouble," and more. We will have pizza for dinner and candy treats, of course!

Minute to Win it! Purcell, Wayland, and Philips (Kinder-5th)

Could you place an Oreo on your forehead and move it to your mouth without using your hands?

Join us for fun challenges like these using things found around the house! We will have a blast as

we work in groups to complete hilarious games for fun prizes & candy! Dinner, drinks and dessert

provided!

Out of this World- Space Night 2nd Grade Teachers (Kinder-5th)

Are you ready for a night that is out of this world? Join the 2nd grade teachers for a night full of

space crafting and games. We will have dinner and make moon shaped Oreos for dessert!

Patches, Pops, Pizza and PJs! Chapman (Kinder- 5th)

A cute patch collection will be provided for late nighters to decorate beanie hats! Late nighters are

welcome to bring in different articles of clothing if they want to patch more! There will also be a

cake pop making/decorating station and popcorn bar to enjoy while waiting for their patches to be

ironed. Pizza will also be provided while we end the night watching a fun movie!

Cascarones and Basket Weaving! Arquieta (Kinder-5th)

It's Spring! Have fun decorating Cascarones (confetti-filled egg shells) and learn about this fun

Mexican Spring tradition. We will also learn basic basket weaving skills and create our own

baskets just in time for some popular Spring holidays! Don't miss out, it is going to be super "egg-

citing!" All materials and snacks will be provided!

Unicorn and Rainbows! Nicholson, Gabler (Kinder - 5th)

Spend a magical night with Ms. Gabler and Mrs. Nicholson, who are creating all things unicorn and

rainbow! We will have dinner and a special themed treat for dessert! We can't wait to get creative

with you!

https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/home
mailto:mabonner@bluevalleyk12.org


Splatter Painting! Wilson (Kinder-5th)

Do you long or love to splatter paint? Well, this is your chance. We will learn different ways to

create cool artwork through splattering, dripping, blowing, and smearing! It will be a ton of fun, so

we are calling all of our messy artists! You'll want to wear some "grubbies" (i.e. painting clothes

and shoes) but we will keep things organized. Pizza and candy for the group as usual.

Optional form for Parent Input on Class Placement

One of the biggest concerns of most parents is classroom placement each year for their students

at school. I'm sharing our current procedure for placing students in classes with that in mind.

In the spring, current grade classroom teachers, building learning specialists, the counselor, and

the principal meet to discuss student needs and form initial classes for the upcoming year. There

are always changes during the summer due to new students that may enroll. With over 400

students to consider at Prairie Star Elementary, we take this task very seriously to end up with

classes where students can thrive. We work hard to develop classes that include:

· A mix of boys and girls

· A range of academic abilities

· Compatible student personalities

· Overall class sizes that are approximately equal across the grade level

Parent input in this process is undoubtedly welcome if parents want to share information about

their child that we might not already know. The parent input form (attached) has been designed for

this purpose. Parents who complete the optional input form will need to have the form completed

and turned in to the office by April 15, 2025.

PSE Parent Input 25-26.pdf Download

45.4 KBinsert_drive_filePDF

The Weekly Howl Podcast - New Episodes on Mondays
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The PSE PTO is launching the Weekly Howl Podcast! Hosted by 5th

grade PSE students, now you can get all your weekly PSE

community updates while you wait in the car line. New episodes

every Monday! Tune in here

End of Quarter Information - Viewing Canvas Courses and Quarter Grades

At the end of each quarter, courses in Canvas will conclude and will no longer be visible on the

Canvas app. However, a concluded course remains visible through the Canvas website by selecting

ALL COURSES and then PAST ENROLLMENTS. You will be able to see your child's grades on April

3rd.

How do I view my child’s report card?

Log in on ParentVue.

Select the student’s name

In the left navigation bar, choose Report Card

Each new quarter, classroom teachers will publish the next quarter’s Canvas course. As courses

are published, students and families will again be able to see current courses on the Canvas app

and Canvas website. For Canvas parent resources, visit www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas.

https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/form/m/319572
https://bvpo.bluevalleyk12.org/
http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/canvas


Incoming Kindergarten Information for 25-26

Hello, Incoming Kindergarten Families-

We are excited to welcome your new kindergarten student for the

2025-26 school year. I look forward to having you join our PSE

family. Please reach out with any questions. Please

review/complete the steps below. Your timely registration will

make sure our team is prepared.

🌎To read this email in a language other than English, click here.

Step 1: Do you have questions about kindergarten programs in Blue Valley? (Click on the blue

links below)

What do kindergarten students experience during a typical day?

How can I learn about the Chinese immersion option?

Step 2: Is there another language spoken in your home?

If so, please complete this form. Otherwise, move to step 4.

Note: If your family speaks English in addition to another language, you will still need to complete

the form.

Step 3: How do I register my child?

🌎 To view registration instructions in a language other than English, click here.

To begin the registration process for the 2025-26 school year, simply go to

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eai9u5e5EOhUxJK0UfS-itjZrkheQI-1?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eai9u5e5EOhUxJK0UfS-itjZrkheQI-1?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eai9u5e5EOhUxJK0UfS-itjZrkheQI-1?usp=drive_link
https://youtu.be/VmI5N17Mg7w
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/34349
https://forms.gle/CoQhzs6LzR4N6ABF9
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XYV0Qfm9tSx0VXcyCOq2bUe-v6GJ6nCw?usp=sharing


www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration and click New Student Registration in the Useful Links.

Families new to Blue Valley will be asked to create an online parent account. Online registration

will take approximately 20 minutes to complete and it is an important step in getting your student

started with kindergarten! You will be asked to pay fees later this spring.

Please note: If your child is currently enrolled in the Blue Valley early childhood program, you will

not complete online registration at this time. Families transitioning from early childhood to

kindergarten will have an opportunity to verify the information and complete the registration

process later this spring.

To make Blue Valley’s Online Registration process smooth and convenient, please have the

following information available:

Student proof of identity (birth certificate)

Emergency contact name(s) and phone number(s)

Doctor, dentist and preferred hospital contact info

Immunization record and health assessment (physical)

Proof of residency (purchase contract, lease or current utility bill)

Custodial documentation (if applicable)

Previous school records and contact info

IEP or 504 Plan (if applicable)

Tip: As soon as your child’s registration is complete, you will begin receiving all-school

communication items that will help welcomeyou and your family into the school community.

If you have any questions, please call the Prairie Star Elementary office at 913-239-7100.

Important Dates for Kindergarten Families

Kindergarten Online Registration Begins | Tuesday, February 18

Kindergarten Kick-Off Sessions | Friday, April 11

Kindergarten Orientation Sessions | Wednesday, August 13

First full day of school for Kindergarten | Thursday, August 14

Kindergarten Kick-Off: Friday, April 11th

Kindergarten Kick-Off: Friday, April 11th

You are invited to our upcoming Kindergarten Kick-Off event at Prairie Star Elementary (PSE)!

Students will experience the kindergarten classroom with teachers, and guardians will tune into

valuable information regarding registration and school preparation. We are excited to welcome our

newest group of Wolves on Friday, April 11, 2025.

Kindergarten Round-Up: Sessions | Friday, April 11, 2025

We will have two sessions that will last about an hour; you may choose one to attend by selecting

a session. Please use the following sign-up genius to pick your session.

Kindergarten Kick-Off

Session 1: 9:00 AM- 10:00 AM

Session 2: 10:30 AM-11:30 AM

http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CA9A82DA0FE3-55181554-kindergarten


At PSE, our staff is ecstatic and ready to welcome your children into our family--we look forward to

meeting you soon!

Best,

Stacey Sperry

Kindergarten Camp Information

If you are interesting in K Camp, please read the smore below. Thanks!

https://secure.smore.com/n/8quxf

Event Information

5th Grade Talent Show

When?

Thursday, May 15, 2025, 06:30 PM

Where?

Prairie Star Elementary School, West 143rd Street, Leawood, KS, USA

Event Information

5th Grade Farewell @ 9:00

We will say farewell to our 5th-grade students with a small

ceremony in the gym.

This will be a fun day full of celebrations. We will start with

the 5th-grade ceremony in our gym. After the ceremony, the

class and families will enjoy a selfie station, donuts, juice,

and a coffee truck. Yum! Then, we will have a grade-level

lunch party in the afternoon before launching into a kickball

tournament and Minute to Win It games.

5th-grade parents can enter the gym doors at 8:45. We

would like to start our day with students in their classes

before the parents enter. Thanks!

When?

Monday, May 19, 2025, 09:00 AM

Where?

https://secure.smore.com/n/8quxf


Prairie Star Elementary School, West 143rd Street,

Leawood, KS, USA

Event Information

5th Grade Talent Show Matinee

When?

Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 09:00 AM

Where?

Prairie Star Elementary School, West 143rd Street,

Leawood, KS, USA

Event Information

Field Day- May 21st @ 12:45

Volunteers are needed for Field Day on May 21st. Please consider volunteering to work at a

station for a couple of hours. We need you from 12:45-3:30. Thank you in advance! ~Coach

and Stacey

Field Day will be during the school day on Wednesday, May 21st, from 12:45-3:20

(weather permitting).

All students can wear a PSE t-shirt, fun!

Please apply sunscreen before school or send sunscreen that they will use themselves.

Students may wear a hat if they wish!

Volunteer for a couple of hours by using this sign-up genius, Volunteer for Field Day

When?

Wednesday, May 21, 2025, 12:45 PM

PSE Running Club Permission Slip

WHO: Any PSE Student

WHERE: Check In at Back Playground Sidewalk

WHEN: Friday Before School 8:00 am-8:25 am

Meeting dates: March 7th, March 28th, April 4th, April 18th, April

25th, May 2nd, May 9th, May 16th

Beginning Date: March 7th, 2025

Cost: $5 per student - https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/form/m/321361

We are excited to offer Prairie Star students the opportunity to join the running club for the spring

2025 season. This will allow students to learn the fundamentals of running and build healthy

habits.

location_on Open maps

location_on Open maps

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CA9A82DA0FE3-55589096-field
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/form/m/321361
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Prairie%20Star%20Elementary%20School%2C%20West%20143rd%20Street%2C%20Leawood%2C%20KS%2C%20USA&hl=en
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Prairie%20Star%20Elementary%20School%2C%20West%20143rd%20Street%2C%20Leawood%2C%20KS%2C%20USA&hl=en


E-mail Katie Haberberger at kaitlyn.steis@gmail.com or Kelsey Antcliff kelsey.antcliff@gmail.com

for further information or questions. I appreciate your support!

PSE Chess Club

Ready to make a bold move? We’re calling all kings, queens, and

future grandmasters to join our Chess Club! It’s the perfect gambit

for kids to sharpen their minds, develop winning strategies, and

castle their way to fun with friends.

We’re currently pawning for feedback—let us know what you’d like

to see in a chess club and help us make the perfect opening move!

Please fill out this google form if you would like to receive more information on the club, get

updates and reminders for upcoming sessions, and be the first to know when registration opens!

***This club is looking to start in the Fall of 2025***

We are looking for any parents who have advanced knowledge of the game of chess and would

enjoy being used as a resource for information and planning. If interested, please use this contact

form or feel free to email Colin Ramsey with any questions!

PSE PTO Scholarships for 2025 Graduates:

Each year the Prairie Star PTO offers two scholarships to graduating seniors who are PSE Alumni

The 2025 deadline to apply is midnight on Friday March 28th

The first scholarship is in honor of Dr. Laura Swartz, the very first Principal of Prairie Star

Elementary. The scholarship amount is $1,000.00 and will be awarded to a 2025 graduate of one of

the five Blue Valley High Schools who attended Prairie Star Elementary for at least one year and

intends to major in Education.

Application: https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/form/m/319779

Deadline: Friday March 28th

The second scholarship is a general PSE PTO scholarship for those alumni displaying the virtues

valued at Prairie Star Elementary. The amount of $1,000.00 will be awarded to a 2025 graduate of

one of the five Blue Valley High Schools who attended Prairie Star Elementary for at least one

year.

Application: https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/form/m/319780

Deadline: Friday March 28th

mailto:kaitlyn.steis@gmail.com
mailto:kelsey.antcliff@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXT-WR58iIlnjAXCxpw3cuRS1Kk3qmOHXmeAs3udVQ8UQoOQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfD8i2VO7izJ0GpitPKV4LyNdnC8OEnbmg9vsLQFbuPBJs5VQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfD8i2VO7izJ0GpitPKV4LyNdnC8OEnbmg9vsLQFbuPBJs5VQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/form/m/319779
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/form/m/319780


Calendar Adjustment

This winter has brought an unprecedented number of inclement weather days — eight so far —

exceeding the five built into our 2024-25 school calendar. While keeping our students and staff safe

remains our top priority, we must also ensure we meet the state’s required instructional time. To

put our district in the best position to meet these requirements and maintain our long-standing

goal of ending the school year by Memorial Day, we are making the following adjustments:

Early March high school late start changes – There will be no late start on March 4, 6, 11 or

13. School will begin at the normal time on those dates.

Friday, April 25 – The scheduled professional learning day will now be a school day for all

students.

Mark your calendars for the 2024-25 K-5 teacher professional collaboration days.

As we kick off the 2024-25 school year, I want to remind families about the teacher professional

collaboration days designed for teacher plan and collaboration time. These eight days, which

occur throughout the school year, are non-student attendance days for K-5 students. These days

are vital to ensure the best possible preparation for our elementary students and key to quality

teacher retention.

The following days, which can be found in the 2024-25 calendar on the district website, have been

designated as teacher professional collaboration days:

April 11

May 2

Thank you for your support and partnership as we ensure our educators have adequate plan and

collaboration time. Have a wonderful school year!

Safe Schools Reporting

Blue Valley Schools is committed to promoting and fostering a safe environment in and around all

our schools. We are continuously working to prevent, mitigate, respond to and recover from a wide

range of situations. Please check out available ways to report safety concerns.

https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/lib/ks02212623/Centricity/Domain/8/2024-25%20School%20Calendar%20Revised%20Board%20approved%2005.13.24.pdf
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/lib/ks02212623/Centricity/Domain/8/2024-25%20School%20Calendar%20Revised%20Board%20approved%2005.13.24.pdf
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=34297
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