PSE \Weekly Howl

Week of April 7th!

Attendance Matters: Setting the Stage for Success

At the elementary level, regular attendance is key to building habits that last a lifetime. Children
thrive on routine, and attending school every day helps them feel part of their class, stay engaged
in learning and build confidence. When students are absent, they miss valuable lessons, classroom
discussions and social interactions.

Regular attendance ensures that your child stays on track with their learning. Each day builds upon
the previous one, and when your child is present, they are able to grow academically and socially.
You play an important role in helping your child establish good attendance habits, which will serve
them throughout their school years and beyond.

Motorized Vehicle Safety

To help keep our campus as safe as possible for pedestrians and motorists, we kindly ask that
students who ride electric or motorized bikes or scooters to school turn off the motor once they
arrive on district property. Students should dismount and walk their bikes or scooters to the bike
rack using marked crosswalks.

At dismissal, we also ask that students wait to engage the motor until they have fully exited the
school campus.

Thank you for taking a moment to talk with your children about safe and respectful riding habits—
we truly appreciate your support!

Donuts with Divas



Join us for Donuts with Divas! Bring your favorite "diva" to the cafeteria on April 23rd and 24th from
7:45-8:25. Students can attend with a parent or another amazing adult to enjoy a free breakfast,
including donuts, fruit, milk, juice, and coffee. Last names A-M come on Wednesday, April 23rd, and
N-Z on Thursday, April 24th. If you need to switch days, that is fine. We hope to have about half the
families each day to spread out the crowd and help with parking.

e April 23th- A-M

e April 24th-N-Z
7:45-8:25 Donuts with Divas (cafeteria)/ Book fair (library)
Reminder: Diva's must stay with their student until 8:25 *

We are looking for volunteers to help us run this fun event! Please sign up here:
https:/www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B45A4AD2EA7FE3-56110482-donuts

Sign-up genius for Book Fair Volunteers

: https:/www.signupgenius.com/go/10COE4AAFA62DA0FBC43-56113295-prairie
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Volunteers Receive 20% Off
Their Book Fair Purchases!

PSE Running Club Permission Slip
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WHO: Any PSE Student

WHERE: Check-In at Back Playground Sidewalk

WHEN: Friday Before School 8:00 am-8:25 am

Meeting dates: April 18th, April 25th, May 2nd, May 9th, May 16th

Cost: $5 per student -
https://prairiestarpto.membershiptoolkit.com/form/m/321361

We are excited to offer Prairie Star students the opportunity to join
the running club for the spring 2025 season. This will allow students to learn the fundamentals of
running and build healthy habits.

E-mail Katie Haberberger at kaitlyn.steis@gmail.com or Kelsey Antcliff kelsey.antcliff@gmail.com
for further information or questions. | appreciate your support!

PSE STEM CLUB LAST SESSION

It's time for our last session (4/17) of the 24-25 PSE STEM Club for
3rd, 4th, and 5th graders! We will dive into the exciting world of
science, technology, engineering, and math through fun, hands-on
activities that challenge your student to think outside the box. Our
session will run from 3:45 - 5:00pm with Mrs. Bonner and Mr.
Ramsey. Reminder that these sessions are dependent from one
another. You must sign up on the PTO website for each individual
session to attend STEM club.

Pick up will be at 5pm in front of the building. Parents/Guardians must pick up in person - carline is
not an option for this event.
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Optional form for Parent Input on Class Placement

One of the biggest concerns of most parents is classroom placement each year for their students
at school. I'm sharing our current procedure for placing students in classes with that in mind.

In the spring, current grade classroom teachers, building learning specialists, the counselor, and
the principal meet to discuss student needs and form initial classes for the upcoming year. There
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are always changes during the summer due to new students that may enroll. With over 400

students to consider at Prairie Star Elementary, we take this task very seriously to end up with
classes where students can thrive. We work hard to develop classes that include:

- A mix of boys and girls

- A range of academic abilities

- Compatible student personalities

- Overall class sizes that are approximately equal across the grade level

Parent input in this process is undoubtedly welcome if parents want to share information about
their child that we might not already know. The parent input form (attached) has been designed for
this purpose. Parents who complete the optional input form will need to have the form completed
and turned in to the office by April 15, 2025.

ﬁ PSE Parent Input 25-26.pdf Download

45.4 KB

The Weekly Howl Podcast - New Episodes on Mondays

The PSE PTO is launching the Weekly Howl Podcast! Hosted by 5th
grade PSE students, now you can get all your weekly PSE
community updates while you wait in the car line. New episodes
every Monday! Tune in here

7 DAYS OF KINDNGSS DRIVE

GIVING THE BASICS IS A LOCAL ORGANIZATION COMMINTTED TO PROVIDING HYGIENE ITEMS TO
THOSE IN NEED IN THE SPIRIT OF PROTECTING HUMAN DIGNITY. WATCH THE VIDEO TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT THEIR IMPACT AND HOW WE CAN HELP THEIR MISSION. OUR HYGIENE DRIVE WILL
TAKE PLACE APRIL 4-41.THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! THE GRADE LEVEL WITH THE MOST
DONATIONS WILL EARN EXTRA RECESS TIME!

SO
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Seven Days of Kindness

During April 7- 11, we will celebrate Kindness Week at Prairie Star with Seven Days of Kindness!
The mission of Seven Days is “Make a Ripple to Change the World by Connecting Communities.” If
you are unfamiliar with Seven Days, please take some time to check out their story on their
website. This organization has done amazing work encouraging and teaching kindness and
tolerance amidst the most tragic circumstances. We will use words from Seven Days to guide the
week on celebrating Kindness. Below are the days and how we will be celebrating. We cannot wait
to hear from our students about spreading kindness at PSE!

https://sevendays.org/our-story

Monday- LOVE DAY
Tuesday-DISCOVER DAY
Wednesday- CONNECT DAY
Thursday- GO DAY

Random Acts of Kindness Bingo

This week, we are excited to introduce a Random Acts of Kindness Bingo challenge for our
students! The idea is simple — students will receive a Bingo card with different acts of kindness.
These acts could be as small as holding the door open for a friend. Students can complete as
many acts as they like throughout the week (April 7-10), aiming to get five in a row (vertically,
horizontally, or diagonally). Once completed they will turn their Bingo card in to Mrs. Furdek to
enter for a raffle prize.

This activity is a fun and meaningful way to encourage kindness, and we hope it helps students
realize that even small gestures can make a big difference in their community.

| appreciate your support in helping spread kindness at school!

Morgan Furdek
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Social Thinking with Mrs. Furdek

For the past two weeks, our students have been learning about Space Invader and Space Base.
Space Invader is the unthinkabot that invades others' space, and it can make us feel
uncomfortable. We discussed that our comfort level with others invading our space can vary.
Students came up with a list of individuals we allow in a smaller comfort bubble (family members,
siblings, close friends, doctors, dentists, teachers, etc).

Space Base is the Thinkable that pairs with Space Invader. We must activate our Space Base
thinking to help create space for others. Space Base helps all of us measure the place to figure out
the space. Another tool Space Base helps with is the One- Arm Rule in standing with a group of
people. Finally, Space Base also helps us be social detectives when we are in a space with others.
The example given to students was if you are standing too close to an individual and they step
away they are asking for space in a non-verbal way.

Next week 3rd-5th will be learning about Mean Bean and Nice Light.

Purchase School Supples for the 25-26 school year!




The BEST Way to Buy
Back-To-School Supplies!
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/ The Exact School Supplies

Your Teacher Requested

+/ Name Brand Pl'olllnts |

ol ¢ 3 Order by:
Yo ORDER «IUI)’ 1 st 1stDaySchoolSupplies.com

TO ORDER

School Supplies for PSMS- for incoming 6th grade students

School Supply ordering for 25-26 school year
Prairie Star Middle School has partnered with 1st Day School Supplies to make school supply
shopping fast and easy! If you wish to purchase a school supply kit for your PSMS student, use the

link below and be sure to save your receipt. School supplies will be delivered to PSMS in August
and distributed before the first day of school. Order deadline is July 1 - no exceptions. If you have
questions, please contact Erin Briggeman (erin_boomer@yahoo.com). Order link: 1st Day School
Supplies - Select Your Grade

Green Thumbs Beautification Years

You're invited to participate in PSE PTO Green Thumbs Spring Planting and Campus Beautification
from 3:45-5PM on Wednesday, April 9, 2025. Please see attached informational flyer for details.
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PSE PTO
GREEN \
THUMBS

’ SPRING CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATIOl\‘

LN What: Help plant flowers and improve ﬁ
landscape for front school beds and sign

&
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April 9, 2025 | 3:45-5 p.m.

Meet at the PSE playground for
instructions and snack. Supervision
required and wear garden gloves/bring

‘ small shovels if possible ‘
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Incoming Kindergarten Information for 25-26 TBLTEIG FDENG T REES @

Hello, Incoming Kindergarten Families- February 18 \
We are excited to welcome your new kindergarten student for the 4
2025-26 school year. | look forward to having you join our PSE
family. Please reach out with any questions. Please

April 11

August 13

August 14

review/complete the steps below. Your timely registration will
make sure our team is prepared.
{§3To read this email in a language other than English,_click here.

Step 1: Do you have questions about kindergarten programs in Blue Valley? (Click on the blue
links below)

¢ What do kindergarten students experience during a typical day?

¢ How can | learn about the Chinese immersion option?

Step 2: Is there another language spoken in your home?

If so, please complete this form. Otherwise, move to step 4.

Note: If your family speaks English in addition to another language, you will still need to complete
the form.

Step 3: How do I register my child?

(P To view registration instructions in a language other than English, click here.
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To begin the registration process for the 2025-26 school year, simply go to
www.bluevalleyk12.org/registration and click New Student Registration in the Useful Links.
Families new to Blue Valley will be asked to create an online parent account. Online registration
will take approximately 20 minutes to complete and it is an important step in getting your student
started with kindergarten! You will be asked to pay fees later this spring.

Please note: If your child is currently enrolled in the Blue Valley early childhood program, you will
not complete online registration at this time. Families transitioning from early childhood to
kindergarten will have an opportunity to verify the information and complete the registration
process later this spring.
To make Blue Valley’s Online Registration process smooth and convenient, please have the
following information available:

o Student proof of identity (birth certificate)

e Emergency contact name(s) and phone number(s)

¢ Doctor, dentist and preferred hospital contact info

e Immunization record and health assessment (physical)

» Proof of residency (purchase contract, lease or current utility bill)

e Custodial documentation (if applicable)

¢ Previous school records and contact info

e |EP or 504 Plan (if applicable)
Tip: As soon as your child’s registration is complete, you will begin receiving all-school
communication items that will help welcomeyou and your family into the school community.

If you have any questions, please call the Prairie Star Elementary office at 913-239-7100.
Important Dates for Kindergarten Families

¢ Kindergarten Online Registration Begins | Tuesday, February 18

¢ Kindergarten Kick-Off Sessions | Friday, April 11

¢ Kindergarten Orientation Sessions | Wednesday, August 13

¢ First full day of school for Kindergarten | Thursday, August 14

Kindergarten Kick-Off: Friday, April 11th
Kindergarten Kick-Off: Friday, April 11th

You are invited to our upcoming Kindergarten Kick-Off event at Prairie Star Elementary (PSE)!
Students will experience the kindergarten classroom with teachers, and guardians will tune into
valuable information regarding registration and school preparation. We are excited to welcome our
newest group of Wolves on Friday, April 11, 2025.

Kindergarten Round-Up: Sessions | Friday, April 11, 2025

We will have two sessions that will last about an hour; you may choose one to attend by selecting
a session. Please use the following sign-up genius to pick your session.

Kindergarten Kick-Off

Session 1: 9:00 AM- 10:00 AM
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Session 2: 10:30 AM-11:30 AM

At PSE, our staff is ecstatic and ready to welcome your children into our family-we look forward to

meeting you soon!

Best,
Stacey Sperry

Kindergarten Camp Information

If you are interesting in K Camp, please read the smore below. Thanks!
https://secure.smore.com/n/8quxf

Save the Dates for End of Year Activities!

Event Information

5th Grade Talent Show

When?

Thursday, May 15, 2025, 06:30 PM

Where?
Prairie Star Elementary School, West 143rd Street, Leawood, KS, USA

Event Information
5th Grade Farewell @ 9:00 w
7

We will say farewell to our 5th-grade students with a small (5
: & W-141st St
ceremony in the gym.

1S JOSPUIpy

This will be a fun day full of celebrations. We will start with

the 5th-grade ceremony in our gym. After the ceremony, the EraiflelStar =
class and families will enjoy a selfie station, donuts, juice, bl e DT 2
and a coffee truck. Yum! Then, we will have a grade-level (o) i
lunch party in the afternoon before launching into a kickball Prairie Star

tournament and Minute to Win It games. SR

5th-grade parents can enter the gym doors at 8:45. We W 143rd St

would like to start our day with students in their classes ;‘5

before the parents enter. Thanks! grereee g
=

? "l;é
When? =
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Monday, May 19, 2025, 09:00 AM A AN St

Happy Tails.Pet Care o

Where?

Prairie Star Elementary School, West 143rd Street, &

Leawood, KS, USA ; : 9 Open maps

oogle Map data €2

Event Information HSSIE 53111'r | =
Middle Schoo! -]

5th Grade Talent Show Matinee @

When? : (o) 2

Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 09:00 AM Elementany School

Where?

Prairie Star Elementary School, West 143rd Street, o

Leawood, KS, USA 9 Open maps

Event Information

Field Day- May 21st @ 12:45

Volunteers are needed for Field Day on May 21st. Please consider volunteering to work at a
station for a couple of hours. We need you from 12:45-3:30. Thank you in advance! ~Coach

and Stacey

» Field Day will be during the school day on Wednesday, May 21st, from 12:45-3:20
(weather permitting).

¢ All students can wear a PSE t-shirt, fun!

» Please apply sunscreen before school or send sunscreen that they will use themselves.

e Students may wear a hat if they wish!

» Volunteer for a couple of hours by using this sign-up genius, Volunteer for Field Day,

When?
Wednesday, May 21, 2025, 12:45 PM

PSE Chess Club

Ready to make a bold move? We're calling all kings, queens, and
future grandmasters to join our Chess Club! It's the perfect gambit
for kids to sharpen their minds, develop winning strategies, and
castle their way to fun with friends.

We're currently pawning for feedback—let us know what you'd like
to see in a chess club and help us make the perfect opening move!
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Please fill out this google form if you would like to receive more information on the club, get

updates and reminders for upcoming sessions, and be the first to know when registration opens!
***This club is looking to start in the Fall of 2025***

We are looking for any parents who have advanced knowledge of the game of chess and would
enjoy being used as a resource for information and planning. If interested, please use this contact
form or feel free to email Colin Ramsey with any questions!

District News:

Last day announced for 2024-25 school year

With the fourth quarter underway, the district has determined the last day of the 2024-25 school
year for students. Assuming no unforeseen circumstances cause us to cancel school, the last day
for students in grades K-11 will be May 23. Students in the early childhood programs will have their
last day on May 22.

High school finals will occur May 21-23, with building principals communicating the specific
schedules to their school families and students at a later date. For more information or to
subscribe to the district calendar, visit www.bluevalleyk12.org/calendar.

Summer Explorations enrollment now open

Looking for engaging summer learning opportunities for your child? Enrollment is now open for
Blue Valley's Summer Explorations program! With a variety of one-week, hands-on experiences,
there's something to spark every child's interest. Enrollment closes 4 p.m. April 7. For more
information about the Summer Explorations program visit
www.bluevalleyk12.org/summerprograms.

Mark your calendars for the 2024-25 K-5 teacher professional collaboration days.

As we kick off the 2024-25 school year, | want to remind families about the teacher professional
collaboration days designed for teacher plan and collaboration time. These eight days, which
occur throughout the school year, are non-student attendance days for K-5 students. These days
are vital to ensure the best possible preparation for our elementary students and key to quality
teacher retention.

The following days, which can be found in the_2024-25 calendar on the district website, have been
designated as teacher professional collaboration days:

e April 11

e May 2



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXT-WR58iIlnjAXCxpw3cuRS1Kk3qmOHXmeAs3udVQ8UQoOQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfD8i2VO7izJ0GpitPKV4LyNdnC8OEnbmg9vsLQFbuPBJs5VQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfD8i2VO7izJ0GpitPKV4LyNdnC8OEnbmg9vsLQFbuPBJs5VQ/viewform?usp=dialog
http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/calendar
http://www.bluevalleyk12.org/summerprograms
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/lib/ks02212623/Centricity/Domain/8/2024-25%20School%20Calendar%20Revised%20Board%20approved%2005.13.24.pdf
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/lib/ks02212623/Centricity/Domain/8/2024-25%20School%20Calendar%20Revised%20Board%20approved%2005.13.24.pdf

Thank you for your support and partnership as we ensure our educators have adequate plan and
collaboration time. Have a wonderful school year!

Partnering for a Safe School Community

Ensuring our students' and staff's safety and well-being remains our highest priority. As we near the
end of the school year, we want to take a moment to thank our families for their partnership. Your
support and conversations at home have made a meaningful impact on student behaviors,
reinforcing the importance of making good choices and reporting concerns appropriately.

How We Address Threats

We take every report of a threat seriously—whether that threat is made on social media, in person
or through another means. Our administrators work closely with our Safety and Security team and
local law enforcement to investigate each case thoroughly. This process includes reviewing past
behavior, gathering input from families, and conducting interviews. If a credible threat is identified,
we will immediately notify staff and families. You can learn more about our safety protocols and
threat assessment process on our district website.

Partnering to Keep Schools Safe

This spring, we will continue our informational graphics through Canvas for grades 6-12 about the
real consequences of making threats. Even offhand comments or social media posts can have

serious repercussions, including school disciplinary action or legal consequences. It's important
for students to think before they post or speak.

We encourage families to listen to our fall 2024 BV Unmuted podcast episode: Understanding
Threats and Their Consequences. In this episode, former Interim Chief Simon Happer (Overland
Park Police Department), Dan Carney (Director of Safety & Security), and Dr. Katie Collier (Deputy
Superintendent for Learning) discuss how Blue Valley ensures a safe and secure learning

environment.
® Listen here: BV Unmuted: Understanding Threats and Their Consequences
How You Can Help
¢ Report Concerns: Please remind your student to report any concerning behavior to school

staff or use our online reporting system.
¢ Avoid Spreading Rumors: Social media can spread misinformation and create unnecessary

anxiety. Instead of sharing posts, report them directly to school administrators or law
enforcement with as much detail as possible.

Your partnership plays a vital role in maintaining a safe school environment. Thank you for your
ongoing trust and support.

Community Events:
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DRUG TALK
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APRIL 8, 2025

6:00-7:30 PM
Hilltop Conference Center
7700 W. 143rd St.

Learn about fentanyl & educate your kids. " v

A panel will follow the presentation.

w Stacey Sperry
“—= Stacey is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

COMNECT TO PROTECT

Movie Screening

THE NEW DRUG TALK

Guest speaker
LIBBY DAVIS
“FIGHTING FENTANYL...
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